BEACH HAVEN BOARD OF EDUCATION

BEACH HAVEN, NEW JERSEY

 REGULAR MEETING, MAY 27, 2014 AT 7:00 P.M.

M I N U T E S

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING of the Board of Education of the Borough of Beach Haven, County of Ocean, State of New Jersey held on Tuesday, May 27, 2014.

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mary Lou Bellingeri,  President at the Beach Haven School Board Room. The President led the group in the flag salute.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mary Lou Bellingeri,  Sandra Close, Amy Haig, Irene Hughes and Dina Ranade

ALSO PRESENT:  EvaMarie Raleigh, Superintendent, Robert Miccelli, Board Attorney, Brian Falkowski, School Business Administrator and Lil Brendel, Board Secretary.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT

In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting of the Board of Education was provided in the following manner:

On January 22, 2014 advance written notice of this meeting was delivered to the Asbury Park Press. The meeting notice was posted at the Beach Haven School and published in the Asbury Park Press on January 25, 2014. 
Upon motion of Mrs. Haig seconded by Mrs. Close the meeting moved into closed session to discuss legal matters at 7:05 p.m.

Upon motion of Mrs. Close seconded by Mrs. Haig the regular meeting was reopened at 7:30 p.m.

Ms. Tomlinson asked if there were any changes to the agenda.  Ms. Raleigh responded no changes.

Mrs. Henry spoke about the school and how we need to resolve our conflicts and try to move forward.  She said she was upset about what she heard had transpired at board meetings. She read a poem that described resolving conflicts and how things could be worse.
Upon motion of Mrs. Close seconded by Mrs. Haig the following resolution was approved:

BOARD SECRETARY REPORTS

APPROVE MINUTES
RESOLVED, That the Board of Education approve the minutes of the following meeting:


April 29, 2014 – Regular Meeting

Mrs. Hughes wanted the music teacher’s name added.

ROLL CALL:

AYES: Mrs. Bellingeri, Mrs. Close, Mrs. Haig, Mrs. Hughes, Ms. Ranade

Upon motion of Mrs. Close seconded by Mrs. Haig the following resolution was approved:

RESOLVED, That the Board of Education approve the minutes of the following meeting:


April 2, 2014 – Public Hearing

ROLL CALL:

AYES: Mrs. Bellingeri, Mrs. Close, Mrs. Haig, and Mrs. Hughes

ABSTAIN: Ms. Ranade

Upon motion of Mrs. Close seconded by Mrs. Haig the following resolution was approved:

RESOLVED, That the Board of Education approve the minutes of the following meeting:


October 24, 2014 Closed Session Minutes

AYES: Mrs. Bellingeri, Mrs. Close, Mrs. Haig, and Ms. Ranade

ABSTAIN: Mrs. Hughes
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         Upon motion of Mrs. Close seconded by Mrs. Haig the following resolutions were approved:

         APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS

RESOLVED, THAT THE BOARD OF EDUCATION APPROVE THE PAYMENT OF BILLS FROM APRIL 23, 2014 THROUGH MAY 16, 2014 AS FOLLOWS:



CURRENT ACCOUNT $141,525.84

APPROVE FINANCIAL REPORTS
 RESOLVED, THAT THE BOARD OF EDUCATION APPROVE THE FINANCIAL REPORT OF  

 THE BOARD SECRETARY AND TREASURER’S REPORTS FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL 30, 

 2014.

 APPROVE BOARD SECRETARY’S CERTIFICATION OF NO OVER EXPENDITURES

          PURSANT TO N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11 I, BRIAN FALKOWSKI, SCHOOL BUSINESS

          ADMINISTRATOR, CERTIFY THAT AS OF MAY 16, 2014, NO BUDGETARY LINE

          ITEM ACCOUNT HAS OBLIGATIONS AND PAYMENTS (CONTRACTED ORDER) WHICH

          IN  TOTAL EXCEED THE AMOUNT APPROPRIATED BY THE DISTRICT BOARD OF

          EDUCATION PURSUANT TO N.J.SA. 18A:22-8.1, THAT THE DISTRICT FINANCIAL

         ACCOUNTS HAVE BEEN RECONCILED AND ARE IN BALANCE.
ROLL CALL:

AYES: Mrs. Bellengeri, Mrs. Close, Mrs. Haig, Mrs. Hughes and Ms. Ranade

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Mrs. Haig reported on summer academic programs including an ESL program for parents. She also passed around Southern Regional Sports Camps and stated go to Southern’s website srsd.net to view what is available.





SUPERINTENDENT RECOMMENDATIONS

         Upon motion of Mrs. Close seconded by Mrs. Haig the following resolutions were approved:
        MONTHLY REPORT: HARASSMENT, INTIMIDATION & BULLYING INCIDENCES
        Number of Incidences:  May - Zero

       APPROVE FIRE AND SECURITY DRILLS FOR MAY 2014
       RESOLVED, That the Board of Education approve the security and fire drills for May 2014
       APPROVE THE FOLLOWING WORKSHOP
       RESOLVED, That the Board of Education approve EvaMarie Raleigh to attend 29th Annual

       Educational Policy and School Law Seminar on June 13, 2014 at Brookdale Community College at

       no cost.

       ROLL CALL:

      AYES: Mrs. Bellengeri, Mrs. Close, Mrs. Haig, Mrs. Hughes and Ms. Ranade

      ALLOW BEACH HAVEN COMMUNITY ARTS TO PLACE SIGN ON FENCE DURING
      SUMMER FOR THE CONCERTS
      RESOLVED, That the Board of Education approve Beach Haven Community Arts to place sign on   

      fence during the summer for the concerts.

      ROLL CALL:

      AYES: Mrs. Bellengeri, Mrs. Close, Mrs. Haig, Mrs. Hughes and Ms. Ranade

     ALLOW SURFLIGHT THEATER TO PLACE SIGN ON FENCE IN EXCHANGE FOR USE OF

     SURFLIGHT THEATER

     RESOLVED, That the Board of Education approve Surflight Theater to place sign on fence in

     Exchange for use of theater for end of year performance on June 4, 2014.
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     APPROVE PRINCIPAL’S REPORT FOR MAY 2014
     RESOLVED, That the Board of Education approve the Principal’s Report for May 2014.

     Ms. Raleigh and the Board of Education recognized Marjie Carnevale as the 2014 Teacher of the   

     Year. Mrs. Carnevale has been teaching for 37 years and loves it and loves Beach Haven School.

     Ms. Raleigh reported that she was at the NJASA convention last week and learned a lot at the many 

    workshops she attended. She read the 10 Paradoxical Commandments by Kent Keith and stated she

    wanted everyone to know how she lives her life. She stated how she can be strong in the face of self-

    centered people; those who attack me and kick me in the teeth. I will continue to build do good succeed

    believe help people and give the best that I have. My purpose is to serve children first. I want to run

    this school efficiently and effectively. Some things that have been accomplished this year is that the

    Board of Education opened school, we created an email system for two-way communication with 

    teachers, parents and community, Celebration in the aftermath of Superstorm Sandy. Purchasing a 

    student data system which came the emergency notification system. School website redesigned, school 

    calendar online and teacher blogspots, increased school choice seats. We conducted Strategic Planning 

    sessions, shared technology with Southern Regional. Some things that were not so amazing this year 

    included unfounded complaints by the community for not implementing the Readers/Writers Program.
    She   stated, that there have been no changes to the way the program was implemented and in some
   grades the bar has been raised for our students. Our teacher’s spirits are being broken by lack of
   support for their hard work in the community. Controversy by a former non-renewed teacher of how 10
   mini ipads would be used by our staff. PTA raises money but is unorganized and does not work
   collaboratively with administration.  A blog spot that has disparaged Dr.Daggy, this Board of
   Education, myself as well as our newest staff members. Over $23,000 in legal fees for an attorney to sit
   at these meetings, OPRA requests and other items that have taken both myself  and board’s attention
   and money away from educating our students and providing better materials

   for them. So what can we do? Shift our attention from negative to positive, Stop bad mouthing one 

   another in public, share something positive with our social networks, sustain the effort, monitoring our

   progress and start now.

  Ms. Raleigh stated she was hired to move our students toward the 21st century here are some items for

  next year. Combine Grades 1 & 2 Ms. Pottichen will be the teacher. She is confident that she is capable

  to provide effective instruction. She will have an instructional assistant at times. Basic Skills will be 

  provided to students during the day as opposed to afterschool. Looking to adjusting the start and finish

  time of the day trying to configure extended afterschool activities by shifting some staff hours. PTA and

  I have already planned 6 PTA meetings to be held at school next year and it is our goal to have events

planned in September. I am reconsidering hiring a part-time media specialist and hiring a part-time reading specialist instead who will assist classroom teachers with academic improvement plans for low reader and assist teachers in the Readers/Writers Program. I will know better how to proceed after I complete both workshops this summer at Columbia. I have two more years on my contract, I am not going anywhere. It’s time to move on. I am making a plea for the destructive blog spot to be taken down and asking those to join our staff and board in restoring the reputation of Beach Haven School.

     Announcements
     Tuesday, July 22, 2014 -  Regular Meeting 7:00 p.m.

     Privilege of the Floor
     Mrs. Davis very offended by the comment of the PTA made by Ms. Raleigh. She agreed that the group

     is not well organized and she feels that we all want what is best for the school. It breaks her heart that 

     the room is full of turmoil.

     Theresa Malandro – She loves Beach Haven School and all of her children are thriving, they love it

     here. She stated she went to the Catholic School, however is back at Beach Haven because it is a

     wonderful school, please don’t read the blog. We don’t want our school to close.

     Mrs. Markowski: Asked about the writing curriculum for grades 4-6 are we hiring for Mrs. Bentsen

     position? Did you advertise for it on websites? Can we advertise it on NJ Hire.com? Please keep the

     program the parents are asking for this.

     Ms. Tomlinson: We want the readers and writers workshop position. OPRA request is

     costing money these items should be readily available. Why are parents being blocked from the

     website? Ms. Raleigh’s son called Engleside.

     Mrs. Snyder – Thanked Mrs. Guido for all of her years of service and wished her well on her

     retirement.

     Mrs. Boehler – She stated she was a positive person and her daughter has excelled in Pre-K. She

    thanked Mrs. Fay her son is coming to Pre-K. She still has concerns even with all the good going on her

    problem is the 12% tax increase.
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  Mrs. Carnevale – She stated that we have a wonderful staff and your children are learning and

  everyone should be proud of this school. We teach reading and writing to your children.

  Mrs. Bellengeri reported that earlier this evening she had received a letter of resignation from Ms. 

   Dina Ranade.

   Upon motion of Mrs. Close seconded by Ms. Ranade we regretfully accept the resignation of Ms.

   Ranade.

 ROLL CALL:

AYES: Mrs. Bellengeri, Mrs. Close, Mrs. Haig, Mrs. Hughes and Ms. Ranade

Mrs. Close stated that she wanted to thank everyone for coming tonight.  She welcomes the change and how we need to move forward. Mrs. Close stated her children have thrived at Beach Haven School with Dr. Daggy. Dr. Daggy loved Beach Haven School and the children. They thrived at Southern Regional and are doing very well at college. Beach Haven is a wonderful school and if parents are unhappy here it might be time for them to seek other school programs, she mentioned that All Saints where her son attends is a wonderful school.  

 Upon motion of Mrs. Close seconded by Mrs. Haig the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

 Respectfully submitted:
 Lil Brendel, Board Secretary
 APPROVED: LB 6/24/14
