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Introduction 
Social Studies is the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities in order to promote civic understanding, 
patriotism, and the values of the American heritage. A well-established and comprehensive curricular program should 
include a combination of civics, US and world history, economics, geography, cultures of the past and present, the 
Holocaust, and the Amistad Movement. Once these ideals are understood, students will then be prepared for their 
futures. 

 
As educators we are responsible to provide solid content, student-centered instructional methods and varied assessment. 
These shall include, internet and traditional methods of research, PBL’s, teacher designed classroom activities, problem 
solving strategies, and text (as a guide). This curriculum is designed and aligned with the New Jersey Student Learning 
Standards and serves as a guide for educators. 

 
For our 21st Century learners, the world has become much smaller with the use of the internet and increased 
communication possibilities. Students are able to access information more easily and are exposed to the tools needed to 
succeed in their educational journey. Being that the US is a democratic society, it is ever changing, diverse and full of 
opportunity. Such a society needs knowledgeable, thoughtful and ethical participation by its citizens in an effort to promote 
the common good and increase the general welfare of its citizens. Compliance with this curriculum will give our students 
the tools needed for success in their future. 

 
When using the Social Studies curriculum provided, all students should be able to participate in interdisciplinary activities 
that promote cultural awareness, sensitivity to individual differences, and respect for diversity. This map contains 
interdisciplinary connections to Language Arts, Math, Science, Physical Education, Art, Drama, and Theater. Students will 
learn fundamental concepts about government, citizenship, geography, economics, and history. The focus of instruction is 
on developing an understanding of core democratic values, the rights and responsibilities of American citizens, and how 
key people and events contributed to the development of the American heritage. Exploration of cultural universals enables 
students to realize how the availability of resources, the changing environment, and innovation impact everyday life. 
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Unit 1: Three Worlds Meet (Beginnings to 1620) Duration: 70 days- ongoing 

Standards 

6.1.8. A.1.a Compare and contrast forms of governance, belief systems, and family structures among African, European, 
and Native American groups. 

6.1.8.B.1.a Describe migration and settlement patterns of Native American groups, and explain how these patterns 
affected interactions in different regions of the Western Hemisphere. 

6.1.8. B.1.b Analyze the world in spatial terms (e.g., longitude, latitude) using historical maps to determine what led to 
the exploration of new water and land routes. 

6.1.8. C.1.a Evaluate the impact of science, religion, and technology innovations on European exploration. 

6.1.8. C.1.b Explain why individuals and societies trade, how trade functions, and the role of trade during this period. 

6.1.8. D.1.a Compare and contrast gender roles, religion, values, cultural practices, and political systems of Native 
American groups. 

6.1.8. D.1.b Explain how interactions among African, European, and Native American groups began a cultural 
transformation. 

6.1.8. D.1.c Evaluate the impact of the Columbian Exchange on ecology, agriculture, and culture from different 
perspectives. 

6.3.8. A.1 Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, and develop a 
reasoned conclusion. 

6.3.8. A.2 Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses a public issue, and 
share it with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government, state legislature). 

 

 



 

 
6.3.8. A.3 Collaborate with international students to deliberate about and address issues of gender equality, child 
mortality, or education. 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 
ELA: 
SL.5.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Career Ready Practices: 
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

21st Century Life and Career Standards: 
9.1.4.A.1- Explain the difference between a career and a job, and identify various jobs in the community and the related earnings. 

Technology: 
8.2.2.C.1 Brainstorm ideas on how to solve a problem or build a product. 
8.1.2.E.1 Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue. 

 
Essential Understandings Essential Questions 

Students will understand that… 

● Trade along the Silk Road connected people 
from different countries. 

● The cultures of African, European and 
Native American groups coalesced to form 
the America we know today. 

● The cultures of a myriad of peoples 
continue to shape the America we live in 
today. 

● The environment influences settlement 
and trade patterns. 

● How did the Silk Road help people in different 
lands learn about each other? 

● How did past interactions of peoples and 
cultures shape the American heritage? 

● How do present interactions of peoples 
and cultures shape the American heritage? 

● How did/do interactions with the 
environment shape the American heritage? 

 
 



 

 
 

slave trade 

mission 

missionary 

Renaissance 

 

astrolab 

caravan 

emperor 

saga 

Vocabulary 
 

colonist pilgrimage 

conquistador magnetic compass 

colony expedition 

conquest plantation 

Cartographer 

 

convert 

Columbian Exchange 

conquest 

society 

Knowledge and Skills 

Content Skills 

Students will …. 

● Know the government's, belief systems, and 
family structures of African, European and Native 
American groups 

● Know the settlement pattern of Native Americans 
● Understand the exploration patterns of 

new waterways and land groups 
● Understand the impact of science, religion, and 

technology innovations on European exploration 
● Understand why societies trade, how trade 

Students will be able to … 

● Compare and contrast gender roles, 
religion, values, cultural practices, and 
political systems of Native American groups 

● Evaluate the impact of science, religion, 
and technology innovations on 
European exploration 

● Chart the exploration patterns of 
new waterways and land groups 

● Analyze the exploration patterns of new 
 

 



 

 
functions and the role of trade during this time 
period 

waterways and land groups 
● Explain why societies trade, how trade functions 

and the role of trade during this time period 

Instructional Plan 

Suggested Activities Resources 

Students will create vocabulary cards. Textbook/Unit Vocabulary List 

Flashcards 

Students will preview videos to activate background 
knowledge. 

Flocabulary 
United Streaming 

Marco Polo Choice Presentations: Students will be assigned 
one of the 11 Things You May Not Know about Marco 
Polo. Groups choose to present a slide show, poster, song, 
etc. on their topic. Students may also choose to create a 
play about one of these unknown facts about Marco Polo. 
These students need to include the 

characteristics of a play and theatrical elements in their 
script. 

http://www.history.com/news/history-lists/11-things-you- 
may-not-know-about-marco-polo 

http://www.history.com/topics/exploration/marco- 
polo/videos/marco-polo 

Students will create maps to label continents and oceans. Outline map 

Silk Road Project: Students will create a map showing the Textbook 
route of Marco Polo and the items traded in the different 
regions of Europe and Asia. http://eduplace.com/kids/socsci/books/applications/imaps/ 

maps/g2_u5/ 

Content leveled readers 

Explorer Research Project 
Choices: 

● Wanted Poster 

Internet/Textbook 

http://www.ducksters.com/biography/explorers/ 

 

http://www.history.com/news/history-lists/11-things-you-
http://www.history.com/topics/exploration/marco-
http://eduplace.com/kids/socsci/books/applications/imaps/
http://www.ducksters.com/biography/explorers/


 

 
● Google Slides presentation 
● “Fakebook” profile on assigned explorer including 

status updates 

Content leveled readers 
 
Biographies 

Students will engage in close reading activities. Reading A-Z 
 
Achieve3000 

                                                           Literature 

History of US; 2003- Joy Hakim 
HMH- Kids Discover 
Weekly Reader- Scholastic News 
Pedro’s Journal 
Who Was Christopher Columbus? 

Who Was Amerigo Vespucci? 
The Travels of Marco Polo By: Marco Polo and Peter Harris 

                                                              Websites 

www.sfforesman.com 
www.ducksters.com 
www.history.com 
Discovery Education Media http://www.discoveryeducation.com/ 
Promethean Planet http://www.prometheanplanet.com/en-us/ 
Brain Pop http://www.brainpop.com/ 
Thinkfinity: www.thinkfinity.com 

 
Accommodations & Modifications 

English Language Learners 
● Preteach vocabulary 
● Meet prior to working independently to ensure directions/expectations are understood 

 

http://www.sfforesman.com/
http://www.ducksters.com/
http://www.history.com/
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/
http://www.prometheanplanet.com/en-us/
http://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.thinkfinity.com/


 

● Create graphic organizers that are scaffolded 
● Meet small group prior to lesson to build background knowledge 
● Provide extra time 
● Peer tutoring or partner learning 
● Activate and build background knowledge 
● Use visual aids and gestures 
● Outlining or providing notes for the student 
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures 
● Modeling and Think Alouds 
● Show examples of finish products 
● Shared writing opportunities 
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding 
● Partner activities or peer tutoring 
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes 
● Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems 
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces 
● Summarize information as it is read 
● Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary 
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson 

Gifted and Talented 
● Cubing: Designed to help students think about a topic or idea from many different angles or perspectives. The 

tasks are placed on the six sides of a cube and use commands that help support thinking (justify, describe, 
evaluate, connect, etc.). The students complete the task on the side that ends face up, either independently or 
in homogenous groups. 

● Higher level questioning and expectations 
● Students design their own questions to extended reading conversations on explorers 
● Choice Board to extend learning and lesson topics 
● Cooperative Learning Groups 

Basic Skills 
● Remove unnecessary material, words, etc., that can distract from the content 
● Deliver the content in “chunks” and then continue to build their knowledge and understanding 
● Define key vocabulary, multiple-meaning words, and figurative language 
● Use audio and visual supports. 

 



 

● Provide multiple learning opportunities utilize and reinforce vocabulary 
● Incorporate technology with effective online programs that provide: individualized instruction, ability to work 

at their own pace, and provides data to track progress 
● Response to Intervention (RTI) www.help4teachers.com and www.docstoc.com 
● Cooperative Learning Groups 
● Peer tutoring or partner learning 
● Activate and build background knowledge 
● Outlining or providing notes for the student 
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures 
● Modeling and Think Alouds 
● Show examples of finish products 
● Shared writing opportunities 
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding 
● Partner activities or peer tutoring 
● Provide students with a study guide for tests and quizzes 
● Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems 
● Chunk the text into manageable pieces 
● Summarize information as it is read 
● Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary 
● Provide extra time 
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson 

Economically Disadvantaged 
● Provide Student with Materials and Supplies to Support Lesson and Home Connections 
● Help Student to Make Real Life Connections to the Lesson by Relating the Skills and Understandings to 

the Student’s Background 
● Pre Teach Vocabulary and Help Students to Preview Lesson to Build Background Knowledge and Help 

Students Make Connections with their Experiences to Achieve Lesson and Unit Goals 
● Provide Students with Study Guides 

 

http://www.help4teachers.com/
http://www.docstoc.com/
http://www.docstoc.com/


 

Special Education  
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed 
● Follow all IEP modifications 
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies 
● Seating- preferential, close to instruction, close to visuals or instructor, near good models, away from exits 
● Small Group 
● Separate setting 
● Limit number of oral instructions 
● Provide choices 
● Copy of notes 
● Cooperative learning groups 
● Repeat instructions 
● Break instructions into chunks 
● Use visuals 
● Have student repeat directions to a peer 
● Individualized instruction 
● Break instructions into chunks 
● Use peer buddy 
● Allow additional time 
● Behavior breaks 
● Setting change breaks 
● Sensory breaks 
● Access to notes or text during testing 
● Provide study guide 
● Word bank 
● Personal dictionary 
● Personal word wall 

 



 

504 Plans 
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed 
● Follow all 504 plan modifications 
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies 
● Seating- preferential, close to instruction, close to visuals or instructor, near good models, away from exits 
● Small Group 
● Separate setting 
● Limit number of oral instructions 
● Provide choices 
● Copy of notes 
● Cooperative learning groups 
● Repeat instructions 
● Break instructions into chunks 
● Use visuals 
● Have student repeat directions to a peer 
● Individualized instruction 
● Break instructions into chunks 
● Use peer buddy 
● Allow additional time 
● Behavior breaks 
● Setting change breaks 
● Sensory breaks 
● Access to notes or text during testing 
● Provide study guide 
● Word bank 
● Personal dictionary 
● Personal word wall 

 
Evidence of Student Learning 

 



 

Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for 
student learning of content and cognitive skills. 

Other Assessments 

Students can create a presentation using any form of 
representation to show and describe an evolution they 
learned about in this unit. Students can create an 
interactive timeline of the evolution of any topic from the 

unit. An example could include the navigation from magnetic 
compass to current GPS system. 

Formative Assessments 
● Exit slip 
● Read and respond 
● Classroom Discussion 
● Think, pair, share 
● Quiz 
● Observation 
● Homework 
● Class Participation 
● Debate 
● Team Learning 
● Notes/Outlines 
● Writing/quizzes/tests (emphasizing written 
● communication skills) 
● Time-Lines 
● Journal Entries/Class Newspapers 

Summative Assessments 
● Chapter Test 
● End of Unit project 
● Question/ Answer 
● Class Projects 
● Oral Writing 

Benchmark Assessment 
● Social Studies Notebook Check with Scoring Rubric 

Alternative Assessments 
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric 
● Teacher Observations 

 



 

● Questions Starters 
● Participation Rubric 

● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork 
● Social Studies related Reading A-Z 
● Social Studies related Achieve 3000 Leveled 

Articles 
● Fundamentals Unlimited Books and Assessments 

 
 

 



 

 
Unit 2: Colonization and Settlement (1585-1763) Duration: 55 days- ongoing 

Standards 

6.1.8. A.2.a Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory government in various North American colonies. 

6.1.8. A.2.b Explain how and why early government structures developed, and determine the impact of these early 
structures on the evolution of American politics and institutions. 

6.1.8. A.2.c Explain how demographics (i.e., race, gender, and economic status) affected social, economic, and political 
opportunities during the Colonial era. 

6.1.8. B.2.a Determine factors that impacted emigration, settlement patterns, and regional identities of the colonies. 

6.1.8.B.2.b Compare and contrast how the search for natural resources resulted in conflict and cooperation among 
European colonists and Native American groups in the New World. 

6.1.8. C.2.a Compare the practice of slavery and indentured servitude in Colonial labor systems. 

6.1.8. C.2.b Explain the system of mercantilism and its impact on the economies of the colonies and European 
countries. 

6.1.8. C.2.c Analyze the impact of triangular trade on multiple nations and groups. 

6.1.8. D.2.a Analyze the power struggle among European countries, and determine its impact on people living in Europe 
and the Americas. 

6.1.8. D.2.b Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary migratory experiences of different groups of people, 
and explain why their experiences differed. 

6.3.8. A.1 Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, and develop a 
reasoned conclusion. 

 

 



 

6.3.8. A.2 Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses a public issue, and 
share it with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government, state legislature). 

6.3.8. A.3 Collaborate with international students to deliberate about and address issues of gender equality, child 
mortality, or education. 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 
ELA: 
SL.5.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Career Ready Practices: 
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

21st Century Life and Career Standards: 
9.1.4.A.1- Explain the difference between a career and a job, and identify various jobs in the community and the related earnings. 

Technology: 
8.2.2.C.1 Brainstorm ideas on how to solve a problem or build a product. 
8.1.2.E.1 Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue. 

 
Essential Understandings Essential Questions 

Students will understand that… 

● The colonies were created with ideas from 
Europe and Native Americans to create new 
political, religious, and economic systems. 

● The colonization of the thirteen colonies 
was impacted by many factors. 

● How were the colonies and government 
system created and developed? 

● What was life like in the colonies? 
● What elements and events impacted the 

establishment of the colonies and settling into 
the United States? 

● What elements and events contributed to 
the American Revolution? 

 

 



 

 
Vocabulary 

Charter 

Stock 

Cash crop 

Indentured servant 

House of 

Burgesses 

Self-sufficient 

dissenter 

pilgrim 

Separatist 

Pilgrim 

proprietor 

meeting house 

Stono Rebellion 

Mayflower Compact 

dissenter 

Saint 

Northwest Passage 

Triangle Trade Route 

general store 

persecution 

Puritan 

debtor 

religious freedom 

apprentice 

meeting house 

Knowledge and Skills 

Content Skills 

Students will know how... 

● The colonists adapted ideas from Europe and from 
Native Americans to create new political, religious 
and economic systems. 

● The slave labor system and the loss of Native 
American lives had a lasting impact on the 

Students will be able to ... 

● Recognize that the actions of individuals, 
groups, and nations can have intended and 
unintended consequences. 

● Explain how and why early government structures 
developed, and determine the impact of these early 

 

 



 

development of the United States and American 
culture. 

● To identify the early stages of the establishment 
of the American government. 

● To interpret the importance of religious freedom 
to the development of the colonies. 

● To recognize the power struggle among European 
countries and its contribution to the development 
of our new nation. 

● The French and Indian War contributed to 
the American Revolution. 

● To determine the factors that impacted the 
regional identities of the colonies. 

● The roles of religious freedom and participatory       
government in various North American     
colonies affected colonization. 

● How race, gender, and status affected social 
economic and political opportunities during 
Colonial times. 

● Slavery/indentured servitude in the Colonial 
labor system developed over time. 

structures on the evolution of American politics and 
institutions. 

● Compare and contrast the religion and 
government in various North American colonies. 

● Explain the factors that impacted regional identity. 
● Delineate the factors that impacted the 

regional identities of the colonies. 
● Explain how race, gender, and status affected social 

economic and political opportunities during Colonial 
times. 

● Relate slavery/indentured servitude to Colonial labor 
systems. 

● Analyze the power struggle among European 
countries and determine its impact on the 
economies of the colonies and European countries. 

● Determine the impact on people living in Europe 
and the Americas. 

● Explain the factors that influenced the French 
and Indian War. 

● Discuss the impact that slavery had on the early 
United States and why it should no longer be 
around. 

Instructional Plan 

Suggested Activities Resources 

Students will illustrate a diary from the point of view of a 
Jamestown colonist. 

Textbook, supplemental readers, internet 

 

 



 

Students will conduct research on the women in Colonial 
America. 

Internet/Textbook 

Students will be assigned different roles (rum maker, 
plantation owner, slave traders, etc.) All parties with 
the exception of the slaves will be given pennies and 
will simulate the triangular trade. 

Barrels, job description tags, pennies, large area to be 
labeled with different locations (Colonies, England, West 
Indies, etc) 

Students will create a classroom compact. Textbook, examples from history and modern times 

Students can create a Colonial job fair. They can set up 
booths/posters to describe jobs from the colonial times 
and try to persuade people to join that profession through 
his/her presentation. 

Information about jobs from the colonial times, posters, 
craft materials 

Students will participate in a self-government reenactment. 
They will assume different roles in the community to 
observe and better understand the roles in a government 
system. 

Background knowledge of self-government 

Triangular Slave Trade – Students can read about and 
discuss the process of the Triangular Slave Trade. 

Students can discuss the cruel and harsh conditions the 
slaves endured and why it is important for this to have 
ended. Students can write about what they have learned 
about slave trade and why it should no longer continue. 

Lesson Plan Idea with Information to Share: 
https://www.brighthubeducation.com/lesson-plans-grades- 
3-5/112308-history-of-slavery-in-america-lesson-plan/ 

Literature 

History of US; 2003- Joy Hakim 
Weekly Reader- Scholastic News 
HMH- Kids Discover 
Jamestown: New World Adventure 
Pocahontas: The True Story of the Powhatan Princess The 
Paradox of Jamestown: 1585-1700 

 

http://www.brighthubeducation.com/lesson-plans-grades-
http://www.brighthubeducation.com/lesson-plans-grades-


 

The Watsons Go to Birmingham – 1963 By: Christopher Paul Curtis 
Amistad: The Story of a Slave Ship By: Patricia C. McKissack 
Escape to Freedom: A Paly About Young Fredrick Douglas By: Ossie Davis 

 
Websites 

www.ducksters.com 
www.history.com 

Virtual Field Trip to Jamestown - http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2007/05/jamestown/jamestown-standalone 
Historic Jamestown - http://historicjamestowne.org/visit-virtually/ 
Historic Virgina Virtual Field Trip - http://www.jslid.com/502/va_history/index.html 
Amistad Interactive Curriculum - http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/units 

 
Accommodations & Modifications 

English Language Learners 
● Preteach vocabulary 
● Meet prior to working independently to ensure directions/expectations are understood 
● Create graphic organizers that are scaffolded 
● Meet small group prior to lesson to build background knowledge 
● Provide extra time 
● Peer tutoring or partner learning 
● Activate and build background knowledge 
● Use visual aids and gestures 
● Outlining or providing notes for the student 
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures 
● Modeling and Think Alouds 
● Show examples of finish products 
● Shared writing opportunities 
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding 
● Partner activities or peer tutoring 
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes 
● Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems 

 

http://www.ducksters.com/
http://www.history.com/
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2007/05/jamestown/jamestown-standalone
http://historicjamestowne.org/visit-virtually/
http://www.jslid.com/502/va_history/index.html
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/units


 

● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces 
● Summarize information as it is read 
● Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary 
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson 

Gifted and Talented 
● Cubing: Designed to help students think about a topic or idea from many different angles or perspectives. The 

tasks are placed on the six sides of a cube and use commands that help support thinking (justify, describe, 
evaluate, connect, etc.). The students complete the task on the side that ends face up, either independently or 
in homogenous groups. 

● Higher level questioning and expectations 
● Students design their own questions to extended reading conversations on explorers 
● Choice Board to extend learning and lesson topics 
● Cooperative Learning Groups 

Basic Skills 
● Remove unnecessary material, words, etc., that can distract from the content 
● Deliver the content in “chunks” and then continue to build their knowledge and understanding 
● Define key vocabulary, multiple-meaning words, and figurative language 
● Use audio and visual supports. 
● Provide multiple learning opportunities utilize and reinforce vocabulary 
● Incorporate technology with effective online programs that provide: individualized instruction, ability to work 

at their own pace, and provides data to track progress 
● Response to Intervention (RTI) www.help4teachers.com and www.docstoc.com 
● Cooperative Learning Groups 
● Peer tutoring or partner learning 
● Activate and build background knowledge 
● Outlining or providing notes for the student 
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures 
● Modeling and Think Alouds 
● Show examples of finish products 
● Shared writing opportunities 
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding 
● Partner activities or peer tutoring 
● Provide students with a study guide for tests and quizzes 

 

http://www.help4teachers.com/
http://www.docstoc.com/
http://www.docstoc.com/


 

● Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems 
● Chunk the text into manageable pieces 
● Summarize information as it is read 
● Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary 
● Provide extra time 
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson 

Economically Disadvantaged 
● Provide Student with Materials and Supplies to Support Lesson and Home Connections 
● Help Student to Make Real Life Connections to the Lesson by Relating the Skills and Understandings to 

the Student’s Background 
● Pre Teach Vocabulary and Help Students to Preview Lesson to Build Background Knowledge and Help 

Students Make Connections with their Experiences to Achieve Lesson and Unit Goals 
● Provide Students with Study Guides 

Special Education  
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed 
● Follow all IEP modifications 
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies 
● Seating- preferential, close to instruction, close to visuals or instructor, near good models, away from exits 
● Small Group 
● Separate setting 
● Limit number of oral instructions 
● Provide choices 
● Copy of notes 
● Cooperative learning groups 
● Repeat instructions 
● Break instructions into chunks 
● Use visuals 
● Have student repeat directions to a peer 
● Individualized instruction 
● Break instructions into chunks 
● Use peer buddy 

 



 

● Allow additional time 
● Behavior breaks 
● Setting change breaks 
● Sensory breaks 
● Access to notes or text during testing 
● Provide study guide 
● Word bank 
● Personal dictionary 
● Personal word wall 

504 Plans 
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed 
● Follow all 504 plan modifications 
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies 
● Seating- preferential, close to instruction, close to visuals or instructor, near good models, away from exits 
● Small Group 
● Separate setting 
● Limit number of oral instructions 
● Provide choices 
● Copy of notes 
● Cooperative learning groups 
● Repeat instructions 
● Break instructions into chunks 
● Use visuals 
● Have student repeat directions to a peer 
● Individualized instruction 
● Break instructions into chunks 
● Use peer buddy 
● Allow additional time 
● Behavior breaks 
● Setting change breaks 
● Sensory breaks 

 



 

● Access to notes or text during testing 
● Provide study guide 
● Word bank 
● Personal dictionary 
● Personal word wall 

 
Evidence of Student Learning 

Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for 
student learning of content and cognitive skills. 

Other Assessments 

Students can create a presentation using any form of 
representation to show and describe an evolution they 
learned about in this unit. Students can create an 
interactive timeline of the evolution of any topic from the 

unit. An example could include the navigation from magnetic 
compass to current GPS system. 

Formative Assessments 
● Exit slip 
● Read and respond 
● Classroom Discussion 
● Think, pair, share 
● Quiz 
● Observation 
● Homework 
● Class Participation 
● Debate 
● Team Learning 
● Notes/Outlines 
● Writing/quizzes/tests (emphasizing written 
● communication skills) 
● Time-Lines 
● Journal Entries/Class Newspapers 

Summative Assessments 
● Chapter Test 
● End of Unit project 

 



 

● Question/ Answer 
● Class Projects 
● Oral Writing 

Benchmark Assessment 
● Social Studies Notebook Check with Scoring Rubric 

Alternative Assessments 
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric 
● Teacher Observations 
● Questions Starters 
● Participation Rubric 

● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork 
● Social Studies related Reading A-Z 
● Social Studies related Achieve 3000 Leveled 

Articles 
● Fundamentals Unlimited Books and Assessments 

 

 



 

 
Unit 3: Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820s) Duration: 70 days- ongoing 

Standards 

6.1.8.A.3.a Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence, and assess the extent to which they 
were fulfilled for women, African Americans, and Native Americans during this time period. 

6.1.8.A.3.b Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., consent of the 
governed, rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation of powers, checks and balances, and individual 
rights) in establishing a federal government that allows for growth and change over time. 

6.1.8. A.3.c Determine the role that compromise played in the creation and adoption of the Constitution and Bill of 
Rights. 

6.1.8.A.3.d Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the United States Constitution in terms of the 
decision-making powers of national government. 

6.1.8. A.3.e Explain how and why constitutional civil liberties were impacted by acts of government (i.e., Alien and 
Sedition Acts) during the Early Republic. 

6.1.8. A.3.f Explain how political parties were formed and continue to be shaped by differing perspectives regarding the 
role and power of federal government. 

6.1.8. A.3.g Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of Rights on current day issues. 

6.1.8. B.3.a Assess how conflicts and alliances among European countries and Native American groups impacted the 
expansion of the American colonies. 

6.1.8. B.3.b Determine the extent to which the geography of the United States influenced the debate on representation 
in Congress and federalism by examining the New Jersey and Virginia plans. 

6.1.8. B.3.c Use maps and other geographic tools to evaluate the impact of geography on the execution and outcome of 
the American Revolutionary War. 

 

 



 

 

6.1.8. B.3.d Explain why New Jersey’s location played an integral role in the American Revolution. 

6.1.8.C.3.a Explain how taxes and government regulation can affect economic opportunities, and assess the impact of 
these on relations between Britain and its North American colonies. 

6.1.8. C.3.b Summarize the effect of inflation and debt on the American people and the response of state and national 
governments during this time. 

6.1.8. C.3.c Evaluate the impact of the cotton gin and other innovations on the institution of slavery and on the economic 
and political development of the country. 

6.1.8. D.3.a Explain how the consequences of the Seven Years War, changes in British policies toward American 
colonies, and responses by various groups and individuals in the North American colonies led to the American 
Revolution. 

6.1.8. D.3.b Explain why the Declaration of Independence was written and how its key principles evolved to become 
unifying ideas of American democracy. 

6.1.8. D.3.c Analyze the impact of George Washington as general. 

6.1.8. D.3.d Analyze how prominent individuals and other nations contributed to the causes, execution, and outcomes of 
the American Revolution. 

6.1.8. D.3.e Examine the roles and perspectives of various socioeconomic groups (e.g., rural farmers, urban craftsmen, 
northern merchants, and southern planters), African Americans, Native Americans, and women during the American 
Revolution, and determine how these groups were impacted by the war. 

6.1.8. D.3.f Analyze from multiple perspectives how the terms of the Treaty of Paris affected United States relations with 
Native Americans and with European powers that had territories in North America. 

6.1.8. D.3.g Evaluate the extent to which the leadership and decisions of early administrations of the national 
government met the goals established in the Preamble of the Constitution. 

 
 



 

 
6.3.8. A.1 Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, and develop a 
reasoned conclusion. 

6.3.8. A.2 Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses a public issue, and 
share it with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government, state legislature). 

6.3.8. A.3 Collaborate with international students to deliberate about and address issues of gender equality, child 
mortality, or education. 

6.3.8. B.1 Evaluate alternative land use proposals and make recommendations to the appropriate governmental agency 
regarding the best course of action. 

6.3.8. C.1 Examine the perspectives of multiple stakeholders involved in the local budget process (e.g., obtaining 
information, discussing priorities). 

6.3.8. D.1 Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial proceedings, elections) to 
understand how conflicting points of view are addressed in a democratic society. 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 
ELA: 
SL.5.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Career Ready Practices: 
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

21st Century Life and Career Standards: 
9.1.4.A.1- Explain the difference between a career and a job, and identify various jobs in the community and the related earnings. 

Technology: 
8.2.2.C.1 Brainstorm ideas on how to solve a problem or build a product. 
8.1.2.E.1 Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue. 

 

 



 

 
Essential Understandings Essential Questions 

Students will understand that… 

● There were several causes of the American 
Revolution, including the formation of the 
colonies, taxes, French and Indian War, and 
more. 

● The Constitution is the set of laws of the 
United States. 

● The Bill of Rights is the first ten amendments to 
the US Constitution. 

● What were the causes of the American Revolution? 
● How did the American Revolution impact the 

colonies and United States? 
● How did the creation of the Declaration 

of Independence shape the new nation? 
● How did the Bill of Rights impact the Constitution? 

 
Vocabulary 

Declaration of Independence Constitution Bill of Rights government 

geography American Revolutionary War consequences socioeconomic 

colony/colonies rural urban merchants Treaty of Paris 

territory/territories Preamble election legislative proposal 

opposing municipal legislature governmental agency democratic/democracy 

judicial Articles of Confederation Loyalists Patriots Founding Fathers 

Europe/European taxes Congress Federalism George Washington 
Knowledge and Skills 

 
Content Skills 

 



 

Students will know ... 

● Disputes over authority and economic issues 
contributed to a movement for independence in 
the colonies. 

● The causes and effects of the 
American Revolution. 

● How early government created The Articles 
of Confederation. 

● How to describe the geography of the colonies 
● How to identify the cause and effect of 

the American Revolution. 
● How perspectives of Loyalists and 

Patriots differed. 
● How the Founding Fathers contributed to 

the establishment of our nation’s 
government. 

● How the creation of the Declaration of 
Independence shaped the new 
nation. 

● How the Bill of Rights became the structure 
for the Constitution. 

Students will be able to... 

● Understand various economic, cultural, political and 
religious factors influenced the American 
Revolution. 

● Assess how conflicts and alliances among 
European countries and Native American groups 
impacted the expansion of the American colonies. 

● Explain how the consequences of the Seven Years 
War, changes in British policies toward American 
colonies, and responses by various groups and 
individuals in the North American colonies led to 
the American Revolution. 

● Analyze from multiple perspectives how the terms of 
the Treaty of Paris affected United States relations 
with Native Americans and with European powers 
that had territories in North America. 

● Explain how taxes and government regulation can 
affect economic opportunities, and assess the 
impact of these on relations between Britain and its 
North American colonies. 

● Explain why the Declaration of Independence was 
written and how its key principles evolved to 
become unifying ideas of American democracy. 

● Explain the roles and perspectives of various 
socioeconomic groups (e.g., rural farmers, urban 
craftsmen, northern merchants, and southern  

 

 



 

planters), African Americans, Native Americans, and 
women during the American Revolution, and 
determine how these groups were impacted by the 
war. 

● Analyze how prominent individuals and other 
nations contributed to the causes, execution, and 
outcomes of the American Revolution. 

● Determine the extent to which the geography of the 
United States influenced the debate on 
representation in Congress and federalism by 
examining the New Jersey and Virginia plans. 

● Use maps and other geographic tools to 
evaluate the impact of geography on the 
execution and outcome of the American 
Revolutionary War. 

● Explain why New Jersey’s location played 
an integral role in the American Revolution. 

● Determine the role that compromise played in the 
creation and adoption of the Constitution and Bill 
of Rights. 

● Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation 
and the UNITED STATES Constitution in terms of 
the decision-making powers of national government. 

● Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of 
Independence, and assess the extent to which they 
were fulfilled for women, African 
Americans, and Native Americans during this time 
period. 

● Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of 
Rights on current day issues. 

 



 

● Analyze the impact of George Washington as 
general of the American revolutionary forces and 
as the first president of the United States. 

● Discuss the importance of freedom and equality for 
all people 

 
Instructional Plan 

Suggested Activities Resources 

Students will create an editorial title, “News Then” about 
an event during the American Revolution. 

Textbook/Internet/ iPad or other recorder 

Students create Liberty Tree protest posters. Tax research packet and art supplies 

Students will engage in a Tax Twitter campaign. Sentence strips, index cards, taxes information 

Students will participate in close reading assignments. Reading A-Z 

Achieve 3000 

Students will log a journal entry as a soldier who fought in 
Bunker Hill. 

Textbook, internet 

Students will debate Congress Proposals using colonial 
taxes and modern issues. 

Background of colonial taxes, and historical, and modern 
issues/current events 

Students will create an evolution project of communication 
demonstrating how communication has evolved from 
colonial times to modern times. 

Information about communication from different times 
periods discussed in the unit 

Students will participate in a Boston Massacre 
Investigation of crime scene. Use the website (in the 

https://sites.google.com/site/bostonmassacrecsi/task 

 

 



 

resources section) to have students engage in this 
webquest. 

Students will explore the role played by perspective and 
point-of-view in an examination of American slavery. 

Students will look at the early history of widespread 
slavery in colonial America, and the ways in which some 
Northern slaves chose to deal with their situation amidst 
the chaos of the American Revolution. 

Lesson Plan Idea and Additional Materials for Activity: 
https://www.thirteen.org/wnet/slavery/teachers/lesson1.html 

Literature 

History of US; 2003- Joy Hakim 
Weekly Reader- Scholastic News 
HMH- Kids Discover 
Thomas Jefferson: Voice of Liberty 
Autobiography of Thomas Jefferson By: Thomas Jefferson 
George Washington’s Socks 
Crispus Attucks: Black Leader of Colonial Patriots 
The Voice That Challenged a Nation: Marian Anderson and the Struggle for Equal Rights By: Russell Freedman 
Honor to the Hills By: Eileen Charbonneau 
Escape to Freedom: A Play About Young Frederick Douglass By: Ossie Davis 

Websites 

www.history.org 
www.thefreedomtrail.org 
www.youtube.com -Schoolhouse Rock-No More Kings 
www.aoc.gov.com 
Discovery Education Media: http://www.discoveryeducation.com/ 
Promethean Planet: http://www.prometheanplanet.com/en-us/ 
Brain Pop: http://www.brainpop.com/ 
The American Revolution: http:www.mce.k12tn.net/revolutionary_war/american_revolution.htm 
Tolerance/Holocaust Lessons:www.scholastic.com 

 

http://www.thirteen.org/wnet/slavery/teachers/lesson1.html
http://www.history.org/
http://www.thefreedomtrail.org/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.aoc.gov.com/
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/
http://www.prometheanplanet.com/en-us/
http://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.mce.k12tn.net/revolutionary_war/american_revolution.htm
http://www.scholastic.com/


 

www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html 
Amistad Interactive Curriculum - http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/units 

 
Accommodations & Modifications 

English Language Learners 
● Preteach vocabulary 
● Meet prior to working independently to ensure directions/expectations are understood 
● Create graphic organizers that are scaffolded 
● Meet small group prior to lesson to build background knowledge 
● Provide extra time 
● Peer tutoring or partner learning 
● Activate and build background knowledge 
● Use visual aids and gestures 
● Outlining or providing notes for the student 
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures 
● Modeling and Think Alouds 
● Show examples of finish products 
● Shared writing opportunities 
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding 
● Partner activities or peer tutoring 
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes 
● Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems 
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces 
● Summarize information as it is read 
● Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary 
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson 

Gifted and Talented 
● Cubing: Designed to help students think about a topic or idea from many different angles or perspectives. The 

tasks are placed on the six sides of a cube and use commands that help support thinking (justify, describe, 
evaluate, connect, etc.). The students complete the task on the side that ends face up, either independently or 
in homogenous groups. 

● Higher level questioning and expectations 
● Students design their own questions to extended reading conversations on explorers 

 

http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/units


 

● Choice Board to extend learning and lesson topics 
● Cooperative Learning Groups 

Basic Skills 
● Remove unnecessary material, words, etc., that can distract from the content 
● Deliver the content in “chunks” and then continue to build their knowledge and understanding 
● Define key vocabulary, multiple-meaning words, and figurative language 
● Use audio and visual supports. 
● Provide multiple learning opportunities utilize and reinforce vocabulary 
● Incorporate technology with effective online programs that provide: individualized instruction, ability to work 

at their own pace, and provides data to track progress 
● Response to Intervention (RTI) www.help4teachers.com and www.docstoc.com 
● Cooperative Learning Groups 
● Peer tutoring or partner learning 
● Activate and build background knowledge 
● Outlining or providing notes for the student 
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures 
● Modeling and Think Alouds 
● Show examples of finish products 
● Shared writing opportunities 
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding 
● Partner activities or peer tutoring 
● Provide students with a study guide for tests and quizzes 
● Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems 
● Chunk the text into manageable pieces 
● Summarize information as it is read 
● Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary 
● Provide extra time 
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson 

 

http://www.help4teachers.com/
http://www.docstoc.com/
http://www.docstoc.com/


 

Economically Disadvantaged 
● Provide Student with Materials and Supplies to Support Lesson and Home Connections 
● Help Student to Make Real Life Connections to the Lesson by Relating the Skills and Understandings to 

the Student’s Background 
● Pre Teach Vocabulary and Help Students to Preview Lesson to Build Background Knowledge and Help 

Students Make Connections with their Experiences to Achieve Lesson and Unit Goals 
● Provide Students with Study Guides 

Special Education  
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed 
● Follow all IEP modifications 
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies 
● Seating- preferential, close to instruction, close to visuals or instructor, near good models, away from exits 
● Small Group 
● Separate setting 
● Limit number of oral instructions 
● Provide choices 
● Copy of notes 
● Cooperative learning groups 
● Repeat instructions 
● Break instructions into chunks 
● Use visuals 
● Have student repeat directions to a peer 
● Individualized instruction 
● Break instructions into chunks 
● Use peer buddy 
● Allow additional time 
● Behavior breaks 
● Setting change breaks 
● Sensory breaks 
● Access to notes or text during testing 
● Provide study guide 

 



 

● Word bank 
● Personal dictionary 
● Personal word wall 

504 Plans 
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed 
● Follow all 504 plan modifications 
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies 
● Seating- preferential, close to instruction, close to visuals or instructor, near good models, away from exits 
● Small Group 
● Separate setting 
● Limit number of oral instructions 
● Provide choices 
● Copy of notes 
● Cooperative learning groups 
● Repeat instructions 
● Break instructions into chunks 
● Use visuals 
● Have student repeat directions to a peer 
● Individualized instruction 
● Break instructions into chunks 
● Use peer buddy 
● Allow additional time 
● Behavior breaks 
● Setting change breaks 
● Sensory breaks 
● Access to notes or text during testing 
● Provide study guide 
● Word bank 
● Personal dictionary 
● Personal word wall 

 
 



 

 
Evidence of Student Learning 

Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for 
student learning of content and cognitive skills. 

Other Assessments 

Students can create a presentation using any form of 
representation to show and describe an evolution they 
learned about in this unit. Students can create an 
interactive timeline of the evolution of any topic from the 

unit. An example could include the navigation from magnetic 
compass to current GPS system. 

The Dream Lives On - In this unit, students will create a 
multimedia presentation about equality in America, 
incorporating history, current events, technology, 
interviewing, and writing skills into a comprehensive study 
of civil rights in America. 

Kids' Hyper-Constitution - Understanding the language of 
the U.S. Constitution can be difficult. Students examine 
parts of the Constitution and rewrite one section using 
language that elementary school students can 
understand. Then, hyperlinks are added to the document 
to explain the various rights, what they mean to 
elementary school students, and what might happen if 
they didn't exist. 

● The Declaration of Independence was a statement 
written to declare freedom from Great Britain for the 
thirteen colonies. 

Formative Assessments 
● Exit slip 
● Read and respond 
● Classroom Discussion 
● Think, pair, share 
● Quiz 
● Observation 
● Homework 
● Class Participation 
● Debate 
● Team Learning 
● Notes/Outlines 
● Writing/quizzes/tests (emphasizing written 
● communication skills) 
● Time-Lines 
● Journal Entries/Class Newspapers 

Summative Assessments 
● Chapter Test 
● End of Unit project 
● Question/ Answer 
● Class Projects 
● Oral Writing 

Benchmark Assessment 
● Social Studies Notebook Check with Scoring Rubric 

 



 

Alternative Assessments 
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric 
● Teacher Observations 
● Questions Starters 
● Participation Rubric 

● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork 
● Social Studies related Reading A-Z 
● Social Studies related Achieve 3000 Leveled 

Articles 
● Fundamentals Unlimited Books and Assessments 

 

 


